
The Music Room - 
Case Study

Wartburg State School - 
Queensland, Australia

Wartburg State School is located in 
the tiny town of Baffle Creek  between  
between 2 small regional Queensland 
towns (Gladstone and Bundaberg - 1 
1/2 hrs to either). With little 
employment opportunities, locals 
travel large distances to work. The 
area is identified as low socio 
economic.
The community is regularly affected 
by either flooding or bushfires. There 
is 20-30% indigenous population and 
limited infrastructure including 
internet.
The school has 2 teachers (reducing 
to 1 in 2021) and 23 students  Prep to 
Year 6 
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The Challenges

As a small, remote school, Principal Nikki Sherwood outlines some of the challenges:
 

Difficult to attract and maintain quality specialist teachers to assist in implementing 
quality programs

 
Due to location it is difficult to get people to travel to us, the cost is excessive due to 
travel

 
to pay for a cluster music teacher we pay for travel, specialist FTE fraction - the travel is 
more than the lesson delivery and the cost takes away from employing general teachers 
and teacher aides to assist with curriculum delivery across all learning areas, year levels 
and catering for diverse abilities

 
The size of our school (value for money for businesses) is a factor in accessing quality 
educational programs. We either pay more to cover students we don't have, or we get 
fitted in if they can or are in the area

 
We don't get the opportunity to implement programs over a term or period of time, due to 
cost, location, travel and so on, quite often we have to do programs in blocks/couple of 
days - all at once (not giving students time to process, built on and practice skills 
between learning opportunities, effects other key learning areas)

 
for students to access sport, music lessons, clubs etc they would need to travel at least 
45 minutes to Agnes Water if a program or service is available there otherwise drive the 
1 1/2 hrs to Bundaberg or Gladstone (by the time you get there businesses are closing!)

 
when travelling wildlife/risks become a contributing factor as well as the financial 
aspect for families

 
 

"Everything feels like a battle or a fight, trying to give students the 
opportunities they deserve and should be able to experience and have 
access to"   -   Nikki Sherwood - Principal - Wartburg State School
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How had music previously been 
delivered?

 
 
Previously Wartburg State School engaged the cluster music teacher when they had more 
students and funding -they would be visited once a week and quite often they would find that 
teacher absent/unreliable and as a result, from the school's perspective it was not value for 
money or viable.
 
The school then went without music for a year. They  tried local (Agnes Water) music teachers 
but the travel cost was high and the time it took not only to travel but then to deliver the 
program was not viable for the individual as they didn't have the extra time (took from private 
lessons) and the cost was just too high.
 
 
What was Wartburg State School looking for ?
 
Students to be engaged in a fun, quality music program that aligned with the Australian 
Curriculum that could be delivered, preferably by a specialist/knowledgeable music person 
and gave students the opportunity to experience and gain skills in music and allowed diverse 
students to achieve success in a variety of areas or excel in areas that aren't just academic. 
Further, from research music has many benefits - wellbeing, creativity and contributes to 
ability to learn academically
 
 

"I found a better option - which was the Music Room!"  
 -   Nikki Sherwood - Principal - Wartburg State School
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The Solution - The Music Room!

At the start of 2020 Wartburg State Schol took part in the 10 week pilot Music Room program. 
At the completion of the trial the school was quick to engage The Music Room for the remainder of 
2020.
 
The Music Room has run 2 weekly session - Prep - Year 3 and Year 4 - Year 6
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outcomes
 
Principal, Nikki Sherwood, outlined the following outcomes:

Students have loved the program
Music engagement and interest has increased
Students have been able to feel success in a subject outside the core curriculum 
subjects. It has given some other students the opportunity to shine
Some parents have explored further musical opportunities outside of school as a result

 
Other observations:

The program has provided great value for money
All The Music Room staff have been friendly, knowledgeable and accommodating
Tech support has been comprehensive
The instructor is knowledgeable,  enthusiastic, passionate and encouraging the children 
to succeed
The Music Room been flexible in accommodating schedule clashes and school needs
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The Future

5/5
The final word
"I am very happy with the program and grateful 
to have this opportunity to engage with this 
program. 
 
All staff in the team I have engaged with are 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable and we will be 
continuing to engage with this program. 
 
Originally we were only going to complete for a 
semester but it has been very successful, and we 
are considering creating more opportunities for 
students in music by looking into the 
instrumental music lessons now available 
through the music room.
 
In essence, we went without music until we 
found The Music Room!"
 
Nikki Sherwood - Principal - Wartburg State 
School

Value for money

Wartburg State School has re-engaged The Music Room for 2021. 

 

The staff and students are looking forward to progressing further through the 

curriculum and having fun in The Music Room each week.

RESULTS
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